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cles with asphvxlal attacks are common; the child becomes blue
(cyanosis), but, presently, the obstruction to breathing is over-
come, the air being then drawn into the chest with a high-
pitched 4" crowing " sound. In other instances generalized con-
vulsions occur.

In either infants or adults, the serum calcium is sometimes
reduced below the normal level, but not quite low enough to
bring on a tetanic attack, under ordi-
nary circumstances. This is called la-
tent tctan\\ A typical tetanic seizure
mav result, however, from some upset
in the general health. Latent tetany
maj be detected by the following tests:

(a)   Tapping over the facial nerve in
front of the ear causes twitchings of the
muscles of the face. If latent tetany ex-
ists.    This  is  called   Chvoste^s sign.

(b)  ErVs sign.   The muscles show in-
creased excitability to stimulation by a
galvanic current  (applied to the skin
overlying a muscle),    (c) TrousseauV
sign.   Tying a tourniquet around the
arm above the elbow, so as temporarily

to occlude the blood supply, causes the hand to assume the
characteristic attitude.

Hyperparathyroidism (excess of the parathyroid hormone).
In animals overdosage with parathyroid extract causes (besides
the hypercalcemia and the increased excretion of calcium and
phosphorus, already mentioned) very grave effects, e.g., depres-
sion of spirits, muscular weakness, and. hemorrhages into the
stomach and intestines. Death occurs within a few days. If
given in smaller doses over a long period, softening of the bones,
as a result of the removal of calcium, results. In man, there is
little doubt that excessive amounts of the extract would produce
similar effects.

A rare disease, known as osteitis fibrosa cystica, is caused by
overactivity of the parathyroid glands themselves. A tumor of

Fig. 10-14 Child with
tetany showing the char-
acteristic attitude of the
hands, during a carpo
petbl      spasm.        (After